Evidence will be presented to show that the allyl group is suitable for the protection of a 3'-terminal phosphodiester function. The latter will be demonstrated by the synthesis, via a phosphotriester approach, of two cyclic tetraribonucleotides [r(AAAA) 
INTRODUCTION
It is well established that cyclic mono-and oUgonucleotides, contai- N6.N6-Dimethyladenin-9-yl N6-Benzoyladenin-9-yl HC -Anisoylcytosin-1-yl N 2 -Diphenylacetylguanin-9-yl Thymidin-1 -yl Undin-1-yl function at the 3'-end of 6^ (i.e., conversion of 6^ into fully protected 7J;
(iii) removal of the protecting group at the 5'-end of 7^ to give T_ (R^ = H);
(iv) removal of the protecting group R-* from the 3'-phosphotriester in T_ to afford the 3'-phosphodiester T_ (R 2 -R 5 -H) j (v) cyclisation of 1_ (R 2 -R 5 • H) to furnish fully protected cyclic oligomers 8j (vi) deblocking of 8^ thus It was also established that the allyl group was sufficiently stable to pyridine which is usually applied as a solvent in oligonucleotide synthesis.
Monitoring of the stability of the 3'-terminal phosphotriester in 7_ (n = 0; 
